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the light of what Tarenholt has done, ibo was withdrawn from active service and

tar's ambitions are awakened.

The navy of the United Btates is not-
able for the fact that, accqrding to ex-
isting law, there is no prometion from the
ranks to an officer's commission. In the
army many promotions from the ranks
take place every year, but no one can be-
come a& commissioned officer in the line
of the navy without graduating from An-
napolis. True, there are still a few of-
ficers In the service who were transferred
from the volunteer to the regular estab-
lishment at the close of the civil war.
But these entered the volunteer navy, not
as enlisted men, but as officers—they
have always been officers.

On Beptember 2 last, however, an officer

placed on the  retired list who i{s a re-
markable exception to this rigld rule. He
is & man of foreign parentage, who has
risen, step by step, from the lowly grade
of seaman to the rank of rear admiral,
the highest rank attainable by American
naval Bm(-ers, except In auch cases as
those of Farragut, Porter and Dewey, for
whose especial beneflt, as a reward for
distinguished public services, the grade
pf full admiral has been successively cre-
ated, to expire, however, with the death
of the incumbent.

The exceptional ofMcer In question is Os.
car W. Farenholt, who s unique in our

navy. There was & somewhat similar
case several years ago, when, in 189. J.

K. Winn was retired as a commanfer, Ho,
too, firat entered the service as an enlisted
man mld served as such for eleven
months, but his case was quite different
from Farenholt's, not only because he
reached no further than commander but
for other reasons,

Farenholt, with the exception of Winn,
wag the only man to achieve the peculiar
distinetion of obtaining a commission
from the enlisted ranks.
line oflicers of the navy entered as offl-
cers. His experience was the resnlt of a
remarkably brilliant war record, combined
wlt!‘ recognition of his conduct by his sue
periors,

Born In Texas, of Beandinavian par-
ents, Farenholt, who had been a sallor

All the other

from borhood, at the outbrecak _ of the
~ivil War decided to cast his lot with the
North, and on April 24, 1861, almost
indeed, as Fort Bumter had been
fired upon, enlisted as a common seaman
in the United States navy. Of sturdy
bulld, he was a likely jack tar, but no
more so, apparently, than thousands of
He was friendless, obscuare,
Speaking with a strong forelgn accent,
he was glven even less consideration than

as
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others,

if h¢ lwad been a typical Yankee of the
Gloucaster fishermen or New Bedford
whaler class.

But he moon showed that he had the
gtuft’ of which old Vikings were made.
Being !'mmediately drafted to the b'g

steam frigate Wabash, at that perfod re-
garded as one of .thc finest and ‘'maost
formidable war vessels aflont, he soon
found himself attached to the North At-
lantic blockading squadron off the
lina coasts, and the dull moments became
gcarce. - He had fighting galore. On board
the Wabash he tvok part In the attacks
on Forts Hatteras and Pulask!, and “In
the battle”Gf Port Royal. He also was a
member of every one of the boat expedi-
tions, and they were many, which the
Wabash sent. out on various missjons
during 181 and 1862, His gallantry was
always conspicuous.

But he c¢ould not always escape un-
gcathed from these many hazardous ex-

Caro-

‘periencds, andl AR¥lly oh ohe Uf these ex-

pediticns, which landed four howitzers to
assist in covering the retreat of the
army at Pocotaligo, N, C.] he was gevere-
ly wounded. After the engagement. he

was btrought back to his zhip, and thence

transferred to the New York Naval Hom-
pital, where he lay a long while disabled.
Upon his recovery he was honorably dis-
charged from the navy,”but as soon as
his health weas well restored, in Febru-
ary, 1863, his appetite for war whetted
rather than lessened by his hard experi-
ence, he re-enlisted and was promptly
again sent to the front, where the hard-
est kind of fighting was the order of the
day.

This time he was assigned to the moni-
tor Catskill, and on this doughty little
fronciad he took part in all the éengage-
ments before Charleston, 8. C., during
the balance of 1863 and the early part of
1864, :

On August 17T, 1862, he exhibited the
herolsm which, combined with hig pre-
vious excellent record, won for him his
commission and opened up the career
which has just clozed in hquérable retire-
ment with the highest rank and good pay
for lfe
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On that dax the Catsklll was actively
engaged with the formidable forts and
batteries of Charlegton harbor. Getting
cloge In, she was soon the favored target
of a terrible Farenholt
although sghot,

converging fire,
was at the wheel and,
shell and shrapnel were hurtling anl
bursting all about him. he continued to
steer as coolly as .though “doing his
trick™ on a peaceful sea. Commander
George "W. Rodgers, of the navy's
most gallant and Paymaster ..
C. Woodbury, who was acting as his aid,
were both kllled by Farenholt's side, but
he continued unmoved at his post of duty
and steered tho vessel to safety when ste
was withdrawn,

His conduct on this occasion was so
conspicuocusly meritorious that it attract-
ed the attention of the higher officers,
and, strong as Is the szentiment In the
navy agalnst the forecastle Invading the
wix‘#dr«.mxn. efforts were inaugurated to re-
ward him sultably for his behavior In
gucﬁ a trying time. He added still more
luster to his record In the following
month (September, 1863), when he was a
member of the disastrous storming party
which .the fleet landed to assault Fort
Sumter. Here, too, he distinguished him-
self by his gallantry.

Chie{ among those
Farenhoit's mettle was Captain, after-
ward"Rear Admiral, Daniel Ammen, who
commanded a division of the blockading
fleef® 6ff the coast’of .South Carolina
Ammen, by the way, was a warm por-
seral friend ‘and boyhood's playmate of

General Ulysses 8. Grant, having ‘onee

egaved the latiter's life from drowning
both boys were In swimming In

one

officers,
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Aided by Ammen’'s Influence and the
recommendations of others Farenholt {n
Angust, 1584, was dppointed an acting en-
sign.- He was now an officer, and nils
first duty as such was the command of
the ordnence schooner Henry James. His
fighting was not by any means over. and
before the clode of the war he participated
in several mora sharp engagements, nota-
bly in the Chowen and Black Water riv-
¢rs and the battle anl capture of Fort
Fisher by the combined military and
naval forces, in January, 1865,

As a result of his fine war record Faren-
hoit was selected as one of the volunteer
officers to be retained permanently in the
navy, and on March 12, 1868, after passing
an examination, he was commissioned an
ensign in the regular establishment.

From that time on he has passed sue-
cessively by strict seniority through all
the intermediate grades up to and Inclu-
sive d¢ that of captain, which was his lasC
rank on the active list. He reached the
grade of rear admiral on the day of his
retirement by virtue of the law passed
two years ago, which permitted officers

-

-
»

‘who served durfng the (Mvfl War to re-

tire with the rank and pay of the next
higher grade. Rear admiral is the grade
Nnext above captaln,

Farenhoit's naval career since the Civil

-\\'ﬂr_ h«;\\"".‘t‘[‘. has rot alwavs led throu‘h
lowery pathr. had to oun-

He has ever

tend with a certain prejudice which ex-
&18 In the navy against ofl rs who are
not graduatea This preju-
Glco has been particularly marked in his
case owing to the fact e did not en-
ter even the valunteer rervice as an of-
ficer, but as an enli*ted man. The soclial
gulf In the navy between forward and
afl is a vast one, and naval officers wish
it td be kept impassable. The only bridge
they permit, and even that reluctantly, is

an Annapolis elducation separating the en-
listed period from the commissioned. At

one time a certain number of enlisted
naval apprentices were Eiven appoint-
ments to Annapolis, but the practice was
short-ilved. Of the who graduated
three are still on the active list—-Come-
mander W. P. Day, [leutenant ‘Come
mander J. E. Roller and W. H. H. Bouth-
eriand. Two are on the retired list—Lieu-
tenants T. G. <. Salter and Eamuel Sea-
bury These, wit Farepholt and Winn,
nre the Amxrericar ‘ 1l officers who
Fave ever been enlisted men. All bdug
Farenholt and Winn graduated from Ane
napolis, Farennolt alone has reached the

highest grade In the service.
While Rear Adm Ammen was chief

ral

of the Rureau of Navigation during the
‘s, Farenholt received some fairly good
details, but, as & general thing the berths
he had drawn wers undesirable He

was not always wanted as a shipmate by
Annapolis-bred officers, for, aside from
the prejudice agalnst forecastle
fence, his foreign accent was very mugod.
his education was below the .\'Q.Vl.l Acad-
emy standard and his manners were slow
in acquiring the polish desired. Many of-
ficers, tno, thought of numbers of enlisted
men c¢f their own acqualntance whose
herolsms hadsbeen quite as great if not
Farenholt's and their other
qualifications for a commission better,
Hence Farnholt's personai friends in the
navy have been comparatively few. His
ships usually been storeships orv
something of the kind, which do not offes
gll the enjoyments or advantages of the

have

regular crulses Farenholt's rather limit.
ed acquaintance at first with ordnance
and other technical subjects also mill-
tatad to some extent against his assign-

ment to ships where he would be called
upon to act an instructor to others,
His first duty after the war was on the
emall nHnitor Shawnee and then at the
Boston navy-vard. In 1366 he was ordered
to Purveyor and In the one
year 1567 to the recelving ships New
Hampshire and Ohlio and the storeship
Idaho. He was bandled about with very
little ceremony and only on two occa-
slons completed a full crulse in one vessel.
In 1568-70 he served on the Ashuelot, In
Asiatic waters, and In the latter year was
attached to the Norfolk navy-yard, fol-
lowing In crder by duty on the
crulser Shenandoah, the recetving ship
lellef, the flagship Minnesota, the prac-
tice ship Supply and in 1878 back agnin to
the Norfolk navy-yard. He spent a year
there and then from 1877 to 1879 was
placed In charge of the naval niter depot
at Malden, Mass. He made a full three
years' cruise in the “double-endar” gzun-
boat Monocacy in Chinesae waters from
1879 to 1882,

Finally In 15882 he was assigned to duty

as

the storeship

closs

on the old steam frigate YWabash the
same vessel upon which he saw his first
naval service as a seaman In the stirring
days two decades previously. Feo re-
mained on the old Wabash, which had
endaed her active days and been converted
into a receiving ship at Boston, unt!l 1589,
except for about one year, when he was

the ite

gtaehed to 1 m sloop-cf-war

yrth Atlantic stat

Swatara on the N {on.

Most of his later years have been spent
on the Pacific Coast. He commanded the
gunboat Pinta In Sitka, Alaska, for a
couple’ of years, and afterward served as
Hghthouse Inspector for the northwestern
district, with headquarters at Portland,
Or.

"His last sea service, which he complated

shortly before his retirement, was In com-
mand of the double-turret monitor Monad-
nock, stationed In Manila Bay. Curiously

enough, hkis first
officer in the navy

and last duties
weéere as

as an

the command-

Ing officer of a vessel—the schooner Heary
James, In 1864, and the armorciad Monad-
nock, In 191, and both vcessels wer® In

hostlle waters, for the Monadnock was
frequently under Filipine fire,
Admiral Farenholt is tall, well bufle

and with the blonde halr and blue eyes
of the typical Norseman. He is socially
inclined, and while a l!ghthouse inspector
made himself quite popular with the peo-
ple of Oregon and Washington. He i@
known, too, Iin San Frane having
served on a court-martial at Mare Island
not very long ago, prior to his departure
to assume command of the Monadnock.

He has a son In the navy, Passed Assist.
ant Surgeon Ammen Farenholt, named
for his friend and benefactor, the late
Rear Admiral Ammen,

Farenhoit's life has been unigue pi Y
volumes are summed up In the ¢ne el
quent sentence:

“From seaman to rear admiral™
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